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LegisWeb™
Know it all, from Bill to Law.


Xcential Corporate Backgrounder

Xcential was founded in 2001 with the goal of bringing the latest computing technology the process of creating, amending, delivering and using legislation.  

Xcential’s first contract in January 2002 was with the State of California’s Legislative Counsel Bureau.  Xcential designed a new electronic document format for all California’s legislative documents (Bills, Constitutional Amendments, Codes, etc.) , replacing a decades old format and system.  This new XML-based format supports hyperlinks, reuse of content, and the automation of many State processes.

Building on this new format, Xcential created a user-friendly bill drafting tool, allowing both lawyers and support staff work on legislation collaboratively and to reuse content from prior legislative sessions and the existing codes - for instance to re-introduce legislation that failed in a prior session.

Xcential also built a new publishing system for the new documents.  This system creates the PDF’s for printing at the Office of State Publishing, and can also create HTML and other formats. 

These Xcential technologies are used by the State to create and publish all of the bills that have been introduced over the last three years - over 8,000 bills.  Xcential also created technology to automate the amendment process, used by the State to create over 10,000 amended bill versions over the last three years.

In 2005 and 2006 Xcential automated the budget process. Starting from the version submitted by the governor to the legislature, the LCB uses Xcential’s technology to draft budget amendments, create new amended versions of the budget and to publish the budget bill.

Xcential continues to work with the State on a variety of projects.
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